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Congratulations to 


the following 
RARS Class 


Graduates: 
Ernie Jarrell, KG4AWH 
Herb Liebsch, KG4AWE 
Greg Johnson, KG4AWG 
Ross Knowles, KG4AWF 

John Van Pelt, K4JVP 
Joe Zobkiw, WA2UZO 
Jim Williams, KG4AWC 
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FCC Acts In Alleged Exam, 
License Fraud Cases 


The ARRL Letter 


he FCC’s Compliance and 

Information Bureau has 
acted in several Amateur Radio 
cases it inherited from the days 
when it shared enforcement 
duties with the Wireless 
Telecommunications Bureau. In 
all of the cases, the FCC said it 
appeared that individuals 
attempted to obtain an Amateur 
Radio license or upgrade by 
fraud or misrepresentation. 


On December 14, the FCC 
downgraded two amateur licens- 
ees and canceled the ticket of a 
third in Michigan. Busted from 
Advanced to Tech Plus were 
Lawrence A. Repp Jr., N8HFN, 
of Gaylord, and Alan E. Quirie, 
KA8ZRR, of Royal Oak. The 
FCC pulled the Tech Plus ticket 
of Steven A. Penn, formerly 
KC8HUM, of Southfield. The 
FCC had not updated its data- 
base as of December 15. 

The Commission said the 


three filed amateur applications 
claiming to have taken Amateur 
Radio examinations at Oak Park 
June 3, 1997, atan ARRL VEC 
session. The FCC says its evi- 
dence shows that the three did 
not sit for the exams and that 
their names “were added and sig- 
natures forged, sometime after 
the tests were administered, by 
one of the four examiners.” That 
examiner—the father of one of 


Continued on Page 6 


Dutch LowFer Experiment Flies 


The ARRL Letter 


A serious effort by several 
utch radio amateurs to 
work as many other LF stations 
as possible has resulted in QSOs 
between PA2NJN in The 
Netherlands and several stations 
in the UK and Europe on 136 
kHz. The original test was 
scheduled for November 14. 
Plans called for using a kite- 
borne 900-foot antenna, but that 
day produced no wind. However, 
the following Saturday, 
November 21, provided enough 
wind to loft the wire to about 80 
degrees—nearly vertical. 

Kite crewmember Richard 
Middel, PDIAOT, reports the 
day was cold (-6 degrees C), and 
windy. “When the kite reached 
a good height, we tied it to a 
string of thick nylon cable so the 
kit would stay there where it 
was,” he said. “It was isolated 
from ground and it got charged 


with static electricity.” Middel 
said that within seconds, he and 
Jeroen, PDIAPA, got shocks 
from built-up static charges. 
“Sparks were springing from a 
distance of 2 cm,” he said. At 
that point the antenna was not 
connected to the transceiver. 

The group used a loop an- 
tenna and an “‘active antenna” for 
receiving, but Nico Nienhuis, 
PA2NJN, reports that once the 
transmitting antenna was in the 
air, they were unable to receive 
as well. 

The transmitter power was 
150 W. Calculations by the 
Dutch operators estimated the 
EIRP (effective isotropic radi- 
ated power) to be in the range of 
10 to 15 W. Stations worked in- 
cluded G3KEV, G3YXM, 
G4GVC, ONO6ND and ON6UX. 

PA2NJN also got recep- 
tion reports from several Euro- 
pean listeners, including France, 
Germany, Sweden, Scotland, 


and Italy. Best DX was a listener 
report from IKS5ZPV in Italy, a 
distance of 1095 km. 

Operators at the station in 
Usquert, The Netherlands, in- 
cluded PEIPFR, PA3GUC, and 
PA2NJN. Others who monitored 
PA2NJN’s experimental opera- 
tion are requested to send a re- 
port to Nico J. Nienhuis, 
PA2NJN, Mensingeweersterweg 
7, NL 9967 PA Eenrum, The 
Netherlands. 

The ARRL has petitioned 
the FCC to create two low-fre- 
quency Amateur Radio alloca- 
tions at 136 kHz and at 160 kHz. 
The League has proposed per- 
mitting CW, SSB, RTTY/data, 
and image emissions for ama- 
teurs in a 2.1-kHz “sliver band” 
from 135.7 to 137.8 kHz and in 
a 30-kHz segment from 160 to 
190 kHz. (See The ARRL Let- 
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THE EXCITER 


ed PRESIDENT'S 


Re CORNER 


by Gary, KN4AQ 
Happy New Year! 
AC4ZO tells me that he only makes 


keep. Things like eating more, taking up 
smoking, sleeping in late. Just thought I'd 
pass that on. 

73 Invades RARS 

73 Magazine will pick up about 10 
new subscribers from the RARS ranks. They 
made a special offer to the club that worked 
out to be a $15 one year subscription. Un- 
fortunately, the offer came too late for the 
December Exciter, and the deadline was 
January 1. Club members on the RARS-L 
mailing list and at the December meeting got 
a chance at it. It appears Wayne Green is 
still alive and kicking. It’s been years since 
I’ve read 73, and I’m looking forward to the 
weirdness. 

AQ Chronicles 

I don’t know how much more you all 
can tolerate the tales of my HF renaissance. 
But I’m pretty excited by it, so I'll keep toss- 
ing out a nugget here and there. The ARRL 
10 Meter contest was a lot of fun. I didn’t 
“contest,” but I did make about 50 contacts, 
half domestic and half DX. It was great to 
hear the band so alive. I’ve been making 
some DX contacts there most mornings 
while eating breakfast. I’m afraid my e-mail 
isn’t getting the attention it used to, but the 
time has to come from somewhere. 

This morning I tried 17 meters instead, 
and the DX was calling ME! After answer- 
ing a Belgian’s CQ, a fellow in France called 
me, and when we were done, a German ham 
called. Hey... I had to get to work (I was a 
little late today). 

I tossed my first stack of QSL cards in 
the box for the “buro” at the December meet- 
ing. I thought I was doing good, with about 
15 cards. But Herb KF4NGR sure has me 
beat - his stack was at least two inches deep. 
If you’re scratching your head and saying 
“buro?”, let me explain. If you’re both a 
RARS member and an ARRL member, you 
can send outgoing DX QSL cards cheap... 
make that free! The catch is that it’s the slow 
boat. AC4ZO sends the cards he collects 
from RARS members at club meetings to the 
ARRL bureau a few times a year. The ARRL 
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QSL bureau sorts them, along with about two 
million cards from hams all over the coun- 
try, and forwards them to clubs in many DX 
countries, where they’re slowly distributed 
to local hams there. An exchange that way 
can take years. I’m inno hurry. RARS picks 
up the tab for our member’s outgoing cards, 
saving you about $4 a pop, if you work a lot 
of DX. 

On the return side, if you work DX, 
you need to have a supply of envelopes at 
the incoming QSL bureau. For this you don’t 
need RARS or ARRL membership. Cards 
come pouring in from DX stations, bound 
for US hams. They’re spread out to volun- 
teers across the country, sorted and placed 
in envelopes that YOU supply. The bureau 
volunteer stuffs your self-addressed, stamped 
envelope and sends it to you once you’ ve 
collected a bunch of cards. 

In the 4th call district, hams in the 
Mecklenburg Amateur Radio Club in Char- 
lotte, and the Sterling Park Amateur Radio 
Club in Virginia do that work. Cyndi’s dad, 
Mac W4PVT, sorts cards for one small slice 
of hams, including some of Raleigh’s big 
DXers. Every time we visit, he has cards 
spread out all over the place. 

My Favorite Band 

Speaking of 10 and 17 meters, I'll toss 
out a suggestion to get a few more of you 
writing for the Exciter. Do you have a “fa- 
vorite band.” Some place you gravitate to 
because you like the people, the propaga- 
tion, whatever? How about sharing what 
you’ ve learned with a short Exciter article? 
AQ Chronicles, Part 2 

And speaking of writing, I somehow 
steered the SERA Repeater Journal editor, 
Wayne Williams K4MOB, over to the Re- 
peater Operating Guide on the RARS web 
site. He liked it enough that he wanted to 
run it as a special Journal feature. And he 
flattered me enough to agree to write a regu- 
lar column for new hams in the Journal. It 
will be called “Getting Started.” In it, I hope 
to unravel some of the mysteries of VHF- 
FM operating, and probably re-tread a few 
old Exciter articles that have been reposing 
on my hard drive. 

So now I'll put in a plug for the Jour- 
nal. When I moved to North Carolina in 
1990, Ed Alderman WA4PEN showed me 
my first Repeater Journal. I was really im- 
pressed. It is a regional magazine published 
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Morse Demo Highlight of Transportation 


by J.P. Vermette 
Reprinted from Dots & Dashes, 


tee Adkins’ President’s Line “Reflections 
on the Past in the Present,” in the spring 
edition of Dots and Dashes showed an appeal 
to Morse Telegraph Club members for help 
for a demonstration at the North Carolina 
Transportation Museum in Spencer, N.C., on 
June 6-7, 1998. 

This appeal bore fruit, as five MTC 
telegraphers responded, including Chester 
Gillispie, Gene Goodwin, Gifford Moore, 
Walter Henderson (all North Carolinians) 


and J.P. Vermette of Quebec, Canada. 

Chester demonstrated how one of the 
early CTC consoles, on permanent display 
at the museum, used to be operated, while 
Gene, Gifford, Walter and J.P. handled a to- 
tal of 263 telegrams over both days. 

Wives Lillie, Irene and Perry gra- 
ciously acted as hostesses, informing the vis- 
iting public and asking them to write their 
telegram on a handy clipboard. 

The museum is only 12 years old, and 
this with the 11th Rail Day held, and the first 
time that the Morse Telegraphy Club was 
invited to participate. 


Tarheel Scanner/SWL SIG Report 


by Kelly, AE4FG 


he December meeting of the Scanner/ 
SWL SIG was held on the 14th at the El 
Rodeo restaurant on Pleasant Valley Road 
in Raleigh. This meeting was the annual 
magazine swap and junk box drawing. Also, 
a home brew telescopic antenna design was 
presented and we discussed the Triangle 
Area Scanner Listeners Guide that the group 
is putting together. Thirteen people attended. 
Weekly Net: The Scanner/Shortwave 
Listening net has been suspended until the 

146.64 repeater is back to normal. 
Next Meeting: The January meeting 


President’s Corner (continued from page 2) 


four times a year. Probably the main reason 
to get it is the repeater directory covering 
eight SouthEastern states (including North 
Carolina). Repeaters are listed two ways - 
by City as usual, and also by Frequency. The 
articles focus on VHF-FM, but there’s lots 
of fun stuff and general news of radio clubs 
around the SERA territory. 

The Journal is a bargain at $8/year. To 
subscribe, just send your name, call, address, 
e-mail address, phone, whether you’re an 
ARRL member, and a check for $8 ($16 for 
two years) to: SERA MEMBERSHIP, PO 
BOX 215, Tobaccoville, NC 27050 
RARS VP Needed 

Perhaps you noticed that we did not 
elect a RARS Vice President during this elec- 


of will be held on the 18th (third Monday) 
at El Rodeo restaurant as mentioned above. 
This will be a show and tell meeting where 
we encourage people to bring any radios, 
books, frequency lists, or projects to share 
with the group. We will meet upstairs for 
dinner at 6:30 and the meeting will start at 
OU: 

Anyone is welcome to attend and you 
don’t need to be an amateur ratio operator 
to participate. For more information, e-mail 
Bob Zeher (ke4jvy @juno.com) or Kelly 
Mills (ae4fg@juno.com), or call Bob at 481- 
9107. 


tion cycle. Pat Fix KE4FCJ has finished her 
two year term (and has done an outstanding 
job!!!), but now the office is vacant. Nor- 
mally, the board-appointed nominating com- 
mittee reviews candidates and makes recom- 
mendations. But this year, none of the folks 
on the list was willing or able to take the 
job. 

It’s unusual to ask for candidates in 
the Exciter, but it’s time to tap ALL the mem- 
bership to help fill this job. 

The VP is responsible for coordinat- 
ing the club meeting programs and other 
RARS functions (Awards dinner, Christmas 
Party, Fall Picnic). That doesn’t mean you 
do all the work yourself, but you do need to 
twist some arms for help. Pat doesn’t want 


Museum Event 


Spenser, just north of Salisbury, N.C., 
was the site of the most important locomo- 
tive shop of the Southern Railway. It served 
from 1894 in the middle of the 20th cen- 
tury. It was abandoned until 1986, when it 
became one of the major transportation 
museums in the USA. A few vehicles, other 
than rail, are also on display there. 

The museum’s education coordinator 
Shirley Napier gave us a warm reception, 
and invited us to participate again next year. 


In Memorial... 


Frank E. Hildick, W2VMD, SK, 
died on October 23, 1998. In his 
younger years Frank enjoyed 

| constructin radios and TV’s. 
Frank graduated from radio 
school and later served in the Sth 
Armor Group in radio repair. 
After 37 years with AT&T long 
line division Frank and June 
retired to the Raleigh area. 73 
from RARS 


Submitted by Charlie, W4VFJ 


another two years as VP, but she said she 
would help putting the events together. She 
likes working on that stuff, and we all ben- 
efit! 

And the meeting program task isn’t as 
daunting as it might seem. Four or five meet- 
ings have the same event every year, and a 
few of us are always good for a program or 
two to fill in the gaps, so the job’s about half 
done before you start. 

Oh, yes, the VP fills in when the Presi- 
dent isn’t available. I’ve made all the regu- 
lar club meetings, but missed a few Board 
meetings by gettingstuck late at work. 

So let me know if you’re interested. 
See you at the meeting! 
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by Bob Corns, K4MC 


A while back, In the April 
1997 issue of the Exciter was an 
account of the early days of the 
club. The article can also be 


seen at http://www. pagesz.net/ 


~jwittich/articles/rarsbday.txt/. 
The account was according to 


Ed, WA4PEN. At the end of the 
article was the promise of addi- 
tional accounts from others who 
were there. The source I had in 
mind was Bob, K4MC. But Bob 
became ill before I had the 
chance to speak with him of the 
great deeds done in the 60's. 
Recently, | was lucky 
enough to visit with Bob on the 
occasion of his 81st birthday, 
and as he was showing me things 
from his past, he found the whole 
account of the founding of the 
Ciub already written out. It is 
published here by permission. 
-- Jeff, AC4ZO 


S ome time ago, John KK4JB, 
asked me to give a few 
highlights of how the club got 


Public Service 
Director 


Nominated 


by Gary, KN4AQ 


started and some of the events 
that have taken place since then. 
I told him then, that my memory 
was not as good as it used to be 
and for him not to grow old. 

I made myself a few notes 
and then checked with Ed Alder- 
man. Ed and I generally head in 
the same general direction but 
somehow don’t always arrive at 
the same place. You know Ed, 
he’s a short and I’m a long wa- 
ver. These are my recollections. 

In 1968- The club really 
got started by a group of ama- 
teurs and their wives who had a 
number of dinner meetings. In 
between these dinner meetings, 
various members got together in 
their homes. My recollection 
of those involved were: Stu 
Meyer - sales mgr of Aerotron; 
Bob Lade - NCSU - Dean EE 
Grad Siudenis; Ed Alderman - 
NC ED Dept and VHF bug; Bill 
McDowell - State of NC Water 
Dept & DX hound; Tom 
Alexander - lawer & general ham 
interest; John Freid - some DX 
and general interests; Bob 
Hainsworth - Fed 
bank examiner; Bob 
workman - print shop 


owner and general interest; and 
myself. 

The groundwork being 
completed in these meetings, Jan 
1969 charter membership was 
opened and ran until March. The 
first general meeting was held in 
the auditorium of Occidental In- 
surance followed by several at 
the NCSU armory. I don’t re- 
call exactly how many charter 
members there werebut it seems 
like it was a little over 30. 

The Governor (Bob Scott) 
was arm twisted into declaring 
Amateur Radio Week. The pic- 
tures and declaration were the 
main attraction in the first RARS 
newsletter. 

The fall of 1969 the club 
put on aSTATE convention. Stu 
Meyer had the connections to 
twist arms and bring in the head- 
liners for the event. Neediess to 
say we had no money and most 
of the instigators mentioned 
above backed the affair. We 
needed 300 tickets to break even 
- total sales were 325. 

In 1970 we held a 
Roanoke Convention at the same 
place - The Hilton Inn now re- 
named Brownstone Inn on 


To Become A Member of the 
Raleigh Amateur Radio Society... 


he Raleigh Amateur Radio Society, 
Inc. (RARS), was founded in 1969 


club. Dues for regular licensed amateurs 
are $18.00 per year (from July | through 


The Early Days of RARS 


Hillsboro St. 

In 1971 - I think - we had 
the opportunity to buy some gear 
being replaced by Southern rail- 
road. Tube type Motorola - 2 
channels - xtal units. Most of 
these had to be rebuilt and power 
supplys built. Everyone pitched 
in and we set up one of the first 
repeaters in the area. The re- 
ceiver was at one house and TX 
at another in order to get 
seperation. The houses 
werethose of Lee Johnson and 
Ed Alderman. 

The club has grown and 
prospered thanks to a lot of ef- 
fort by club members. Some of 
the things that happened along 
the way: This club influenced 
club activity all over the state; 
First to have Governor proclaim 
Amateur Radio Week; Resumed 
State Conventions and Roanoke 
Conventions - none had been 
held for 15 or 20 years; Added 
fuel to repeater construction; 
Held an expedition to Nags Head 
- 70th year of flight - special call; 
Field days every year. 


ike Milan KE40Q0O has accepted the 

RARS Board’s nomination for the 
board position of Public Service Director. 
The club will be asked to vote on this position 
at the January meeting, and additional 
nominations will be accepted from the floor. 

Mike already sits on the board, having 
been elected as Net Manager. In accepting 
the nomination at the November board meet- 
ing, he asked “can I vote twice.” Very enter- 
prising, Mike. No, you can’t. 


and continues to serve and support the 
Amateur Radio community in the Greater 
Triangle area. 

The Objectives of the club are to pro- 
mote worldwide friendship through Ama- 
teur Radio; to be of public service by pro- 
viding radio communications in times of 
disaster, emergency, or civic need; to edu- 
cate members in radio technique and to as- 
sist in obtaining amateur radio licenses. 

All persons interested in amateur radio 
are eligible to apply for membership to the 


June 30). Additional immediate family 
members pay $5.00 each per year. Dues 
for licensed amateurs older than 59 or 
younger than 16 are $12.00 per year. Dues 
for non-licensed Associate members are 
$9.00 per year. Regular membership dues 
are prorated for new members. 

Applications for membership may be 
obtained from club officers, the newslet- 
ter editor, or at any RARS meeting. 
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Autopatches and Pecuniary Interest 


I have questions about 
what one can and can’t do 
over a phone patch on 2 meters. 
In aclass I once heard you 
say you are allowed to order a 
pizza this way. However, I 
thought you weren’t supposed to 
conduct any business over ham 
radio. If you say “I want to or- 
der a large pizza with pep- 
peroni,” and they say “That will 
be $16.95,” have you not just 
made a business transaction? 

Also, there are times when 
I feel like I would like to call in 
and say I’m going to be late for 
work. Or further still, I would 
like to have my radio with me 
while I’m out and about doing 
my job. If I get paged to call my 
office, would it be all right for 
me to call through the autopatch 
so they can ask me a question 
about a site I worked on and ask 
me if I can swing by one other 
site on my way in? 

-- Larry, KF4WVL 

Great question, Larry. 

t’s a topic that creates lots 
of confusion. 

The short answer is that 
the FCC rules do permit you to 
conduct your “personal” busi- 
ness via ham radio (they don’t 
mention the word “autopatch” 
anywhere in the rules). But they 
do NOT let you conduct busi- 
ness on behalf your company or 
employer. So, you could call a 
doctor and change an appoint- 
ment, or order a pizza. But you 
can’t call in to work to discuss a 
project. 

Many clubs and repeater 
trustees (including RARS) go as 
far a prohibiting calling in to 
work to say you’re going to be 
late. That is a matter of inter- 
pretation. 

That’s the short answer, 
but let’s look at the FCC rules 
and see what they really say. 

Here is the section that 
applies: 


§97.113 Prohibited trans- 

missions. 
a.No amateur station 

shall transmit: 

2.Communications 
for hire or for material compen- 
sation, direct or indirect, paid or 
promised, except as otherwise 
provided in these rules; 

3.Communications 
in which the station licensee or 
control operator has a pecuni- 
ary interest, including commu- 
nications on behalf of an em- 
ployer. Amateur operators may, 
however, notify other amateur 
operators of the availability for 
sale or trade of apparatus nor- 
mally used in an amateur Sta- 
tion, provided that such activity 
is not conducted on a regular 
basis. 

OK, the part about not 
communicating on behalf on an 
employer is pretty clear. But, 
unless that pizza is free, doesn’t 
the ham have a 
“pecuniaryinterest” in it? 

To answer that question, 
we go back to 1993, when the 
FCC changed the rules regard- 
ing permitted and prohibited 
communications. Compare the 
rules above to this pre-1993 
wording: 

97.113 (a) No amateur 
station shall transmit any com- 
munication the purpose of which 
is to facilitate the business or 
commercial affairs of ANY party. 

I made the word “ANY” 
all caps, not the FCC. Well, that 
makes the current wording look 
more ambiguous. Is there more? 

Yes. When the FCC is- 
sued the rules change in July, 
1993, they included some “edi- 
torial comment” on the changes. 
Here are the applicable sections 
of that comment, from “14 CFR 
Part 97, [PR Docket No. 92-136; 
FCC 93-352], Relaxing Restric- 
tions on the Scope of Permissible 
Communications in the Amateur 


Service. 

“This action amends the 
rules for the amateur service by 
lessening restrictions on the 
scope of the permissible commu- 
nications that amateur stations 
may transmit... The effect of the 
rule is to... eliminate rules that 
bar amateur stations from trans- 
mitting occasionally messages 
that could indirectly facilitate the 
business or commercial affairs of 
some party.” 

Hmmm, I’m not so sure 
that ordering a pizza via 
autopatch is all that indirect in 
facilitating the business affairs of 
Pizza Hut. Sounds kind of di- 
rect to me. Is there anything 
more clear? 

Yes, the FCC’s comments 
also included this wording: “Any 
amateur-to-amateur communica- 
tion, therefore, will be permitted 
unless specifically prohibited,or 
unless transmitted for compen- 
sation, or unless done for the 
pecuniary benefit of the station 
control operator or his or her 
employer.” 

That part about being for 
“the pecuniary benefit of the sta- 
tion control operator” cuts the 
pizza man out of the equation. 
But I’m not comfortablequite 
yet. Is there anything really de- 
finitive? 

Only this - the W1AW 
bulletin that was issued by the 
ARRL when the rules changes 
were announced, which said in 


WIAW ARRL Bulletin 79, 
From ARRL Headquartersn 
Newington CT, July 21, 1993 

To all radio amateurs, 

“Business rule” to change 

The FCC has amended its 
rules to allow amateur operators 
more flexibility to provide com- 
munications for public service 
projects and to “enhance the 
value of the amateur service in 
satisfying personal communica- 
tions needs.” 

The Commission in an- 
nouncing the rules change said 
the new rules would permit ama- 
teurs to... “provide personal 
communications such as making 
appointments and ordering 
food.” 

So there it is... the ARRL 
quoting the FCC talking about 
the new rules, and it says you can 
order food. Whew! We got 
there, if the route was a little in- 
direct. 

By the way, MOST of 
what these new rules were about 
was to clear up any confusion 
about whether we can use ham 
radio for public service events 
like an MS Bike Tour. It also 
specifically permitted rebroad- 
casting NOAA weather bulletins 

Me? Once they got cheap 
enough, I got a cell phone. 

Gary, KN4AQ 


Robert P. Holmes 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 


Motor Vehicle Negligence 
& Workplace Injuries 


Smith & Holmes, P.C. 


P.O. Box 1069 


Raleigh, NC 27602 


(919) 832-5000 
FAX 832-5080 
KE4FUD 
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FCC Acts (cont’d from Page 1) DARA To Award 


the exam candidates involved—is said to 
have forwarded the session package on be- 
half of the VE team to the ARRL VEC for 
FCC filing. 

“Three of the examiners knew noth- 
ing of the scheme,” the FCC said. The other 
three VEs brought the situation to the atten- 
tion of the ARRL VEC and the FCC after 
learning that names had been added to the 
list and that their names had been forged on 
the ARRL VEC Administering VEs Record. 
The FCC said it would act in the case of the 
fourth examiner by month’s end. The Com- 
mission also is looking into possible enforce- 
ment action against another ham whose name 
was added to the list after the test session 
but whose application was not actually sub- 
mitted to the FCC. 

The FCC also dismissed two amateur 
applications in Puerto Rico after the appli- 
cants failed to answer questions put to them 
by the Commission. In the case of Jose R. 
Velez-Rivera, of Rio Pedras, an FCC offi- 
cial said it appears that an imposter tried to 
change another amateur’s call sign, address, 


and date of birth to his own to get a license 
without taking an exam. In the second case, 
the FCC dismissed the renewal and General 
class upgrade application of Hector A. 
Santiago, WP4DCB, of Camuy. An FCC 
official said it appears Santiago tried to re- 
new as a General when he only had a Nov- 
ice ticket. 

Velez-Rivera and Santiago were noti- 
fied by the FCC October 23. The FCC up- 
dated its database in December to reflect the 
dismissals. 


LF Exp. (cont’d 
from Page 1) 


ter, Vol 17, No 44, for November 6, 1998). 
The League proposed making the two bands 
available to General and higher licensees.— 
thanks to Jim Romelfanger, K9ZZ/Badger 
State Smoke Signals 


FAR Scholarships for 1999 


he Foundation For Amateur Radio, Inc., 

a non-profit organization with 
headquarters in Washington DC, plans to 
administer sixty-six (66) scholarships for the 
academic year 1999 - 2000 to assist licensed 
Radio Amateurs. 

The Foundation, composed of over 
seventy-five local area Amateur Radio 
Clubs, fully funds ten of these scholarships 
with the income from grants and its annual 
Hamfest. The remaining fifty-six (56) are 
administered by the Foundation without cost 
to the various donors. 

Licensed Radio Amateurs may com- 
pete for these awards if they plan to pursue 
a full-time course of studies beyond high 
school and are enrolled in or have been ac- 
cepted for enrollment at an accredited uni- 
versity, college or technical school. ....... 

Additional information and an appli- 
cation form may be requested by letter or 
QSL card, postmarked prior to April 30, 
1999 from: FAR Scholarships, P.O. Box 831, 
Riverdale, MD 20738. 

FAR, incorporated in DC, is an exempt 
organization under Section 501(C)(3) of the 


IRS Code of 1954. It is devoted exclusively 
to promoting the interests of Amateur Ra- 
dio and those scientific, literary and educa- 
tional pursuits that advance the purposes of 
the Amateur Radio Service. 

The winners of all of the 1998 Schol- 
arship Awards were listed and described in 
the November 1998 issue of AUTOCALL, 
the official journal of FAR. 


Amateur Radio Electronics 
Home of ‘Uncle Joe’s Ham Shack’ 


Need antenna supplies right away 
(coax, wire, connectors, and more)? 
Call Uncle Joe anytime! 

Need a Comtelco Mobile or Mag mount 
antenna? Call Uncle Joe anytime! 
Please visit ‘Uncle Joe’s Ham Shack’ at 
www. ipass.net/~wb5zpq/are1 .htm 


Joe Saah WBS5ZPQ 
wb5zpq@juno.com 
Garner, NC 
779-5659 


Scholarships 


The ARRL Letter 


he Dayton Amateur Radio Association 

is accepting applications for its annual 
scholarship awards. The DARA Scholarship 
Program is open initially to any Amateur 
Radio operator graduating from high school 
in 1999. 

There are no restrictions on course of 
study, nor does the student need to be pursu- 
ing a four-year baccalaureate degree, but 
schools selected must be accredited. Awards 
are made on a nondiscriminatory basis. 

Selection criteria include financial 
need, scholastic achievement, contributions 
to Amateur Radio, and community involve- 
ment. 

Decisions of the DARA Scholarship 
Committee are final. Maximum individual 
awards are $2000. 

For an application and full details, 
send an SASE to DARA Scholarships, 45 
Cinnamon Ct, Springboro, OH 45066. Ap- 
plication deadline is June 15, 1999.—Stan 
Kuck,NY8F 


IOY 
Nominations 


Due Soon 


The ARRL Letter 


ominations for the annual ARRL 

Instructor of the Year awards are due 
to section managers by January 31, 1999. 

It’s easy to nominate an exceptional 
ham radio instructor, teacher, or re- 
cruiter. The nomination forms are avail- 
able on ARRLWeb at http://www.arrL.org/ 
ead/award/application.html. 

Nominations may be sent to section 
managers via e-mail. For more information, 
contact Jean Wolfgang, WB3IOS, e-mail 
jwolfgang @arrl.org; tel 860-594-0219. 

Award winners receive plaques and 
recognition for their time and effort in ser- 
vice to the amateur community. 
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1999 NC QSO Party Announcement 


he 1999 NC QSO Party, sponsored by 

the Alamance Amateur Radio Club, Inc. 
will take place on February 27-28 from 
1200-2359 UTC both days. 

The object of the QSO party is for out- 
of-state stations to work as many North Caro- 
lina stations as possible. Stations may be 
contacted once per each band/mode combi- 
nation for QSO points. Competing stations 
can contact North Carolina mobile stations 
again as they change counties for QSO 
points. Fixed stations and mobiles operat- 
ing in North Carolina should try to work as 
many North Carolina counties, States, Ca- 
nadian provinces and DXCC countries as 
possible. 

Stations participating in the North 
Carolina QSO Party should exchange their 
callsigns (including whether the station is 
mobile), QSO number, and QTH (North 
Carolina County, State, Province or DKCC 
country). 

Suggested frequencies for the event 
include: CW - 3.540, 3.740, 7.040, 7.140, 
14.040, 21.040, 21.140, 28.040, 28.140; 
PHONE - 3.860, 7.260, 14.260, 21.360, 
28.360. If using VHF and UHF, please no 
repeater or cross band QSOs. 

Logs must be kept showing Sent 
QSO#, UTC, Band, Mode, Sent County/ 
QTH, Call worked, Revd QSO#, Revd 
County/QTH, Points and New Multiplier#. 
Number each new multiplier as worked and 
include a separate multiplier checklist. NC 
mobiles please keep logs in order of NC 
county worked from. 

One point is awarded for each Phone 
QSO, two points for each CW QSO, and 


Greenwood 


The Greenwood Hamfest will be held 
starting at 9:00 am on Saturday, January 9, 
1999 at the Greenwood Civic Center, 1610 
Highway 72 East. 

This event is sponsored by the Green- 
wood Amateur Radio Society. 

Talk-in is on 147.165 repeater; alter- 
nate is 146.52. 

There will be indoor dealer and flea 
market, plus outdoor tailgating if weather 
permits. 

Tickets are $5. Tables are $10. The 
table prices are the same for dealers and flea 


three points for each North Carolina mobile 
station worked. 

North Carolina stations multiply QSO 
points by the total of different NC counties, 
states, provinces, and DXCC countries 
worked. 

Out-of-state stations multiply QSO 
points by total number of different NC coun- 
ties worked (maximum of 100). 

A bonus 100 points will be awarded 
for working both Cherokee and Dare coun- 
ties and another 100 points for working sta- 
tion K4EG. North Carolina moviles add 100 
bonus points for each county from which at 
least one QSO was worked. Add bonus 
points after all calculations. 

Plaques will be given for first place 
entries that fulfill at least two combined cat- 
egories below: 

FIXED STATION - Permanent oper- 
ating location. 

MOBILE - Operation from a motor 
vehicle. 

HF BANDS- All contacts made on 
amateur frequencies below 30 MHz. 

VHF/UHF BANDS- All contacts 
made on amateur frequencies above 30 
MHz. 

MIXED BANDS - Contacts made on 
HF and VHF/UHF. 

CLUB - At least three operators using 
club call and station. 

TEAM - More than one operator’s 
combined scores using individual calls. 

SINGLE OP - One operator making 
all the contacts using his/her own call. 

MULTI OP - More than one operator 
using the call of a control operator. 


SC Hamfest 


market. 

A VE exam session will be offered, 
walk-in only. Bring original and copy of 
license and certificates, if any. 

Food is available on site and nearby. 

The Greenwood ARS now has a web 
site: http://www.w4gwd.org 

For further information, contact: 
Frank Kolar, WA9FWO, Hamfest Chairper- 
son, 104 Rock Creek Dr Chinquapin Addi- 
tion, Greenwood SC 29646, Phone 864-229- 
5639 or Allen Kennemore, W4JAK, Phone: 
864-227-3500 (day) 864-223-6188 (eve) 


NOVICE - Operator(s) holding a Nov- 
ice class amateur radio class license. 

QRP - All contacts made operating 
with a RF output power of less than 5 watts. 

IN-STATE - All contacts made from 
within the state of North Carolina. 

OUT-OF-STATE - All contacts made 
from outside the state of North Carolina. 

Blank forms and multiplier list avail- 
able from K4EG for 9x12 SASE($.55), 


download from http://www.netpath.net/ 


~n4mio/gsoparty.htm, via email or packet. 
Make request to respected addresses below. 


Any requests,questions or comments please 
contact Dwayne-N4MIO at K4EG, on 
packet - 
N4MIO@WR4AGC.#DUR.NC.USA.NOAM 
or email - n4mio @netpath.net. 

Logs and score sheets must be post- 


‘marked by April 1, 1998 to NC QSO PARTY 


cS K4EG, PO Box 3064, Burlington, NC 
27215. Include 9x12 SASE($.55) for results 
and certificate. Results will be posted via 
packet and on the web at http:// 
www.netpath.net/~n4mio/gsoparty.htm. 


RARS Officers 


President 
Gary Pearce, KN4AQ 
116 Waterfall Court 
Gary, NG.27511 
(919) 380-7286 
kn4aq @ipass.net 


Secretary 
Jeff Wittich, AC4ZO 
211 Dundalk Way 


Cary,.NG 27511 
(919) 362-9456 
jwittich @pagesz.net 


Tresurer 
David Fix, N4YTO 
324 Silverberry Court 
Cary, NC 27513 
(919) 677-8320 
dfix @pagesz.net 
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aaa 1999 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 


eae General Genes SC 


Mtg. 7:30PM Hamfest 
Forest Hills BC 


¢ 17 
Richmond VA 
Frostfest 


19 23 24 


Scanner/SWL RARS_ Board Winston-Salem | ARRL VHF 
SIG 6:30PM El] Mtg. 7:30PM FIRSTfest Sweepstakes 


Rodeo Forest Hills BC 
481-9107. VEE Sve 
26 30 

Crystals Mtg. Charleston SC 
Call Lynn, 786- Hamfest 


1111 for info. 
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RARS General 
Mtg. 7:30PM 
Forest Hills BC 


